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THE THREE INVASIONS FROM HELL

It was just a normal day in the life of people on earth. No different from any other day. Except that a long time ago Lucifer [Satan] came before the creator of all things and asked Him for a special thing. Since His Son had a period of three and one half years to bring salvation to Israel, which they rejected. Lucifer wanted to have the equal time for the reign of his king on the earth. This would take place at the end of the history of the world that we know of.

In order to accomplish this task, Satan need permission for God to release two souls from Sheol [Hell] to be placed in the bodies of two men that will be created by God in the earth (“Before I formed you in the belly I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5) So only God could create a person in the earth, and give that person a blank soul to record the life of that person, as they lived day by day. But in this time the soul would come not from God but from Hell to accomplish the task that Satan desired.
THE SON OF PERDITION

Apoleia [N.T. 684] “Son of perdition” signifies the proper DESTINY of the person mentioned, metaphorically of men persistent in evil. Now in John 12:6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was A THIEF, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.” Speaking of Judas Iscariot who according to John 17:12 Jesus calls ‘the son of perdition,’ and the apostle Paul said in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day shall not come, except there come a FLLING AWAY FIRST, and that MAN OF 

SIN is revealed, THE SON OF PERDITION.

This individual will: Oppose and exalt him above all that is called God, or that is worshipped. 2 Thessalonians 2:3   [THE FIRST INVASION]
 Daniel 7:23
The angel does not here give further explanations regarding the first three kingdoms. Since the second chapter treats of them, and the eighth also gives further description of the second and third, it is enough here to state that the first three beasts represent those kingdoms that are mentioned in chapter 2. The form of the fourth beast, however, comprehends much more regarding the fourth world-kingdom that the dream-image of Nebuchadnezzar did.
Therefore Daniel asks the angel further for certain information (certainty) regarding the dreadful form of this beast, and consequently the principal outlines of the representation before given of it are repeated by him in vv. 19-21, and are completed by certain circumstances there omitted. Thus v. 19 presents the addition, that the beast had, along with iron teeth, also claws of brass, with which it stamped to pieces what it could not devour; and v. 20, that the little horn became greater than its fellows, made war against the people of God and overcame them. Revelation 13:7
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THE LITTLE HORN MAKES WAR WITH THE SAINTS [Revelation 12:17; 13:7]
DANIEL 7
Verse 21. ‎Qadiyshiyn ‎(without the article), although used in a definite sense of the saints already mentioned, appertains to the elevated solemn style of speech, in which also in the Hebrew. 

Verse 22. As compared with vv. 13 and 14, this verse says nothing new regarding the judgment, it is God Himself who executes judgment, and by that judgment justice is done to the people of God, i.e., they are delivered from the unrighteous oppression of the beast, and receive the kingdom. ‎Diynaa∞ ‎is justice procured by the judgment, corresponding to the Hebrew word ‎mish≠paaT, judgment Deuteronomy 10:18.

Verse 23-24. Daniel receives the following explanation regarding the fourth beast. It signifies a fourth kingdom, which would be different from all the preceding, and would eat up and destroy the whole earth. "The whole earth is the ‎oikoume’nee," the expression, without any hyperbole, for the "whole circle of the historical nations" (Kliefoth). The ten horns, which the beast had, signify ten kings who shall arise out of that kingdom. ‎Mal≠kuwtaah ‎‎minaah, from it, the kingdom, i.e., from this very kingdom. See Revelation 17:12
 Since the ten horns all exist at the same time together on the head of the beast, the ten kings that arise out of the fourth kingdom are to be regarded as contemporary. In this manner the division or dismemberment of this kingdom into ten principalities or kingdoms is symbolized. For the ten contemporaneous kings imply the existence at the same time of ten kingdoms. But that the horn, v. 8, unmistakably denotes a person, is only so far right, as things are said of the horn, which they can only be applicable to the bearer of royal power. 

After those ten kingdoms another shall arise which shall be different from the previous ten, and shall overthrow three of them. ‎Y≠hash≠pil, in contrast with ‎∞aqiym ‎(cf. Dan 2:21), signifies to overthrow, to deprive of the sovereignty. But the king coming after them can only overthrow three of the ten kingdoms when he himself has established and possesses a kingdom or empire of his own. According to this, the king arising after the ten is not an isolated ruler, but the monarch of a kingdom, which has destroyed three of the kingdoms already in existence. 
Verse 25 refers to the same king, and says that he shall speak against the Most High. ‎L≠tsad ‎means, properly, against or at the side of, and is more expressive than ‎±al‎. It denotes that he would use language by which he would set God aside, regard and give himself out as God; cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:4. Making himself like God, he will destroy the saints of God. ‎B≠laa∞‎, consume, afflict, like the Hebrew ‎bilaah waste them1 Chronicles 17:9. These passages show that the assertion that ‎bilaah, in the sense of to destroy. Finally, "he thinks to change times and laws." "To change times" belongs to the all-perfect power of God (cf. Dan 2:21), the creator and ordainer of times (Gen 1:14). 
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“So that he as God sits in the temple of God, showing him that he is God.” 2 Thessalonians 2:4
Daniel 7:25
The annexed ‎w≠daat ‎does not point to arrangements of divine worship, but denotes "law" or "ordinance" in general, human as well as divine law; cf. Dan 2:13,15 with Dan 6:6 Dan 6:9 . "Times and laws" are the foundations and main conditions, emanating from God, of the life and actions of men in the world. The sin of the king in placing himself with God, therefore, as Kliefoth rightly remarks, "consists in this, that in these ordinances he does not regard the fundamental conditions given by God, but so changes the laws of human life that he puts his own pleasure in the place of the divine arrangements." 
Thus shall he do with the ordinances of life, not only of God's people, but also of all men. "But it is to be confessed that the people of God are most affected thereby, because they hold their ordinances of life most according to the divine plan; and therefore the otherwise general passage stands between two expressions affecting the conduct of the horn in its relation to the people of God."

THE PERIOD GIVEN [Revelation 12:14]
This tyranny God's people will suffer "till, i.e., during, a time, [1 year] (two) times, [2 years] and half a time.[6 months]" By these specifications of time the duration of the last phase of the world-power is more definitely declared, as a period in its whole course measured by God; vv. 12 and 22. The plural word ‎±idaaniyn ‎(times) standing between time and half a time can only designate the simple plural, i.e., two times used in the dual sense, since in the Chaldee the plural is often used to denote a pair where the dual is used in Hebrew. 

Three and a half times is the half of seven times (Dan 4:16). The greater number of the older as well as of the more recent interpreters take imte (±idaan) as representing the space of a year, thus three and a half times as three and a half years; and they base this view partly on Dan 4:25, where seven times must mean seven years, partly on Dan 12:7, where the corresponding expression is found in Hebrew, partly on Rev 13:5 and 11:2-3, where forty-two months and 1260 days are used interchangeably.

The three and a half, as the period of the duration of the circumstances into which the people of God are brought by the world-power through the divine permission, indicate "a testing period, a period of judgment which will (Matt 24:22; Proverbs 10:27), for the elect's sake, be interrupted and shortened."  
In vv. 26 and 27 this judgment is described (cf. v. 10), but only as to its consequences for the world power. The dominion of the horn in which the power of the fourth beast culminates is taken away and altogether annihilated. The destruction of the beast is here passed by, inasmuch as it is already mentioned in v. 11; object. ‎But, as in Dan 6:27, to the end of the days, i.e., forever.
THE THREE INVASIONS FROM HELL

Revealed in his time

“And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his OWN TIME. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He [the church?] who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be REVEALED, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders. 10 And with all unrighteous deception among those WHO PERISH, because they did not receive the love of the truth that they might be SAVED. 11 And for this reason God will send them STRONG DELUSION, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 2 Thessalonians 2:6-12
Daniel 7
Verse 27. After the destruction of the beast, the kingdom and the dominion, which hitherto comprehended the kingdom under the whole heaven, are given to the people of God, i.e., under the reign of the Son of man, as is to be supplied from v. 14. As in v. 26 nothing is further said of the fate of the horn, because all that was necessary regarding it had been already said (v. 11), so also all that was to be said of the Son of man was already mentioned in vv. 13 and 14; and according to the representation of the Scripture. The meaning is thus not "power over all kingdoms," but "the power, which the kingdoms under the whole heaven had." With regard to v. 27, cf. vv. 14 and 18.

Verse 28. In v. 28 the end of the vision is stated, and the impression which it left on Daniel. Hitherto, to this point, was the end of the history; i.e., thus far the history, or, with this the matter is at an end. ‎Mil≠taa∞, the matter, is not merely the interpretation of the angel, but the whole revelation, the vision together with its interpretation. Daniel was greatly moved by the event (cf. Dan 5:9), and kept it in his heart. (From Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
Note: Now we find the battle that cast out Satan from heaven in Revelation 12:7-9 and as the Devil and Satan is called the great dragon:
Heaven’s trinity of powers


Hell’s trinity of powers
1. The great dragon = Satan


1. The Father =only God of universe

2. The beast =little horn



2. The Son of God =manifestation 

3. The false prophet



3. The Holy Spirit = of the Father

THE THREE INVASIONS FROM HELL

In Revelation 12 we see Satan’s attempt to destroy the nation of Israel and its failure. Revelation 12:7 “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

In Revelation 13 we see:

a. A beast rising up out of the sea, see Revelation 17:8 =the bottomless pit 
b. The beast was [lived] and is not [died] and end up in perdition [lake of fire]
c. He has seven heads [mountains], see Revelation 17:9-10
d. He has on his heads ten horns with crowns, see Revelation 17:12-13
e. On his heads a blasphemous name.

f. Like a leopard [Greece]

g. Feet like a bear [Persia]

h. Mouth like a lion [Babylon]

i. Satan gives this beast his power, his throne, and great authority.

The miracle performed.

One of the heads was mortally wounded and was healed.

THE SECOND BEAST

a. A beast coming up out of the earth, see Revelation 13:11 =bottomless pit
b. He had two horns like a lamb.
c. He spoke like a dragon [Satan]
d. He had all of the authority of the first beast causing all to worship him.
e. He performs great signs, fire from heaven coming down
f. He gives breath to the image of the beast to speak.
g. Out of his mouth comes three unclean spirits like frogs.
Now from these two individuals:

1. “It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.”  Revelation 13:7

2. “…And cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be KILLED.” Revelation 13:15

3. “And in her [mystery Babylon] was found the BLOOD of prophets and saints, and of all who were slain on the earth.”
4. “After these things I looked, and behold, a GREAT MUTLITUDE which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, …” Revelation 7:9 

5. “…These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation…” Rev. 7:14

THE THREE INVASIONS FROM HELL

Now these two individuals control the entire world and anyone who does not take the mark of the beast will have there head cut off. Sound familiar in our day and age. So millions upon millions could have been killed by the beast and false prophet.  This ends the first invasion from Hell.   

THE SECOND INVASION NOW COMES FROM HELL
“Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit.”  Revelation 9:1

(a) Now out of the smoke we find locusts come forth with the power of scorpions. 9:3
(b) They are commanded to only harm those who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. [144,000 Jews Revelation 7:2-3]  9:4

(c) These creators were to torment mankind for five months with a sting like a scorpion when it strikes a man. 9:5

(d) The strangest thing happens, mankind cannot die or even kill themselves according to Revelation 9:6

(e) Their description is hair like women’s hair, teeth like lions teeth. 9:8
(f) They had breastplates like iron and wings that sounded like chariots and many horses running into battle. 9:9

(g) We now find that this fifth trumpet is also called the first woe. 9:12

Revelation 9:1-12

II. We come, then, to the first of these eagle-announced woes. The fifth trumpet brings it. It is quite different in character from the four preceding trumpets. All are blasts of judgment, and all belong to the great day of the Lord; but no two of them are alike except in this, that they all bring calamity and suffering to the wicked dwellers upon the earth. Thus far the trumpets have blown only the objects of physical nature, and worked their effects through disturbances in the material world. 
The first trumpet smote the land, the trees, and the grass. The second smote the waters of the sea, the fishes, and the ships. The third smote the fountains, wells, and rivers. And the fourth obscured and darkened the sources of light and heat to the world. From these several successive blasts great suffering and mortality result to the children of men. But the trumpet now before us goes beyond the physical world and calls into action quite other agencies. 
The doors of separation between the earth and the prison of evil spirits are opened, and mysterious and malignant tenants of the underworld are permitted to overrun the globe, and to inflict torture and woe upon its unsanctified inhabitants. John hears the fifth angel sound, and beholds a fallen star in the earth.
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This is not a meteor like what he beheld on the sounding of the third angel. He does not see the falling, but recognizes the star as a fallen one-fallen, he does not say when or how. This star is an intelligent agent, for things are distinctly ascribed to "him" which could not be said except of a living being. A key is given him. He takes that key. He uses it for the unlocking of a door, and he lets forth from their prison some of the tenants of the abyss.
All this argues active and intelligent agency, and furnishes the divine intimation that we are not to consider this star to be of the same kind as the star under the third trumpet. It is not a material but a spiritual star, and a fallen one-one fallen out of the heaven. We know of such spiritual and celestial stars. When the capstone of the grand pyramid of creation was laid, the Almighty himself hath declared that "the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy" (Job 38:4-7).
These were angelic beings. We know, also, that there are "angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation" (Jude 6). We read of "the angels that sinned," whom God did not spare (2 Peter 2:4). These are of various orders and degrees, "principalities and powers" (Ephesians 6:6; Col 2:15). Among them is one of pre-eminent dignity, the leader and prince of all the rest-"the great dragon, that old serpent, called the Devil and Satan" (Rev 12:9). 
Hence, we read of "the Devil and his angels." (Matt 25:41). Here, then, are fallen stars of a spiritual sort, and one of particular distinction and magnitude, answering to the description of the text. For the present they have possession of the aerial or heavenly spaces (Ephesians 6:12). Satan is particularly described as "the prince of the power of the air" (Ephesians 2:2). 66 
He is fallen morally, and fallen from the proper heaven of glory, and is eventually to be entirely ejected from the heavenly places now occupied by him and his angels, previous to the great binding which is to shut him up in the abyss.

The Savior refers prophetically to this, where He says: "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven" (Luke 10:18). This ejectment, in its final completeness, is described by John in the twelfth chapter, where he speaks of "war in the heaven," and the ejection of "Satan and his angels" by Michael and his hosts. After that, these impure spirits have no more places in heaven forever. 
But, even alter this precipitation from the aerial regions, their work on earth is continued for a time with augmented fierceness and wrath. There may also be a preliminary precipitation of Satan into the earth, previous to the great battle between him and Michael, to which the fall spoken of in the text may refer. It may be the result of a divine force, or it may be a voluntary casting of him into the earth for augmented mischief.
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At any rate, Satan is a fallen spiritual star, and John beholds him fallen into the earth with particular malignity, and bent on letting loose against people all the evil powers which he can command. He also stands related to the inhabitants of the abyss as their chief lord, in a way which readers it congruous and fitting with all that we know of him, that we should see him in this "star out of the heaven fallen into the earth." 
Whatever the fall, whether moral or local, voluntary, or the result of force, it includes a will for mischief, and overflowing with malignity toward the children of men. And because of the wickedness of the world, special powers are granted him. As people prefer the service of the devil, God allows them a full experience of his administrations. It has always been so. 
Because the nations before Christ, when they knew God, glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, and changed the truth of God into a lie; He dropped the reins to them and gave them up to uncleanness, vile affections, and a reprobate mind, to be filled with all unrighteousness, and to receive in themselves that recompense of their error, which was meet (Rom 1:19-32). 
Because people do not receive the truth, and they dislike the truth, God gives them what they love. And sends them strong delusions, that they may believe lies, and reap the reward of their perverse choice in its own line. And because people reject the Lordship of Christ for the lordship of Satan, God in judgment enlarges the powers of the lord of their preference that they may have the full benefit of the malignant will of their own chosen.
John beholds and describes how this is done. To this fallen star, he says, "Was given the key of the well-pit of the abyss." It was "given" to him, as all that Job had was given to the same fallen one, to do with it as he might list. Though Satan has great power, he is under bonds and limitations, beyond which he cannot go without permission. He is now allowed to employ his demons, but not to bring forth all the evil agencies that would fain serve him in his work of malignity. 
But, in the great Day of Judgment, and in augmentation of the punishments of the ungodly, he will be allowed to call into his service multitudes of evil beings now restrained and imprisoned in the underworld. Nor will he fail to use this power anymore than he failed to exert his full liberty against Job. With the key to the well pit of the abyss, he opens it, breaks down in part the wall of severance between earth and hell, and evokes a plague, such as the world has never before experienced.
Yahweh once said to Job: "Have the gates of Sheol been opened unto thee? Or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death?" (Job 38:17). There are worlds of being and of darkness upon which man has never looked. 
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There is a tenanted abyss of which the demons know, and concerning which they besought the Savior that He would not send them into it. 67 It is a dark and horrible prison, in which many, many strange and evil things are shut up. Satan knows of that world, and would fain bring forth its malignant inhabitants into the earth if he only dared. At last, however, he receives permission to bring them, and the fifth trumpet gives the result.
As soon as the mouth of the pit is opened, a thick blackness issues from it like the black smoke of a great furnace-a blackness which fills the air and obscures the sun; and out of the smoky blackness proceed living things, horrible in shape, malignant in disposition, and armed with power to afflict and torment people's bodies. John calls them locusts; but they are supernatural, infernal, not earthly locusts. 
They neither consume nor injure any of the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree. They do not appear to eat at all, though they have teeth like the teeth of lions. They are winged creatures, and their flight is noisy, sounding like chariots and horses rushing into battle. They seem to dwell mostly in the air and in the smoke and darkness. Neither is there any indication that they are capable of being caught or killed. 
The forms of these creatures are particularly described. They are a sort of infernal cherubim-antipodes of the living ones conjoined with the heavenly throne. The horse, the man, the lion, the scorpion, is combined in them. Their general appearance is like horses caparisoned for battle. Their heads are surmounted by the semblance of crowns seemingly of gold. They have faces resembling the faces of men. 
They are hairy, with hair like women's hair. Their backs and breasts are encased as if with iron plates, after the manner of a Roman soldier, and they have tails of the size and shape of a scorpion. Their dimensions are not given. Scorpions vary in size; some kinds are six inches in length. Figuring to ourselves then, an outline of body, the tail of which would correspond to the size and make of a large scorpion, we reach quite formidable proportions.
These horrible creatures have a certain degree of intelligence. Commands are addressed to them. They are able to distinguish between those who have the seal of the living God upon their foreheads and other people. They have a king whom they obey. Earthly locusts have no king (Proverbs 30:27); but these have a king over them. This king is not Satan himself. Satan is, indeed, chief of all the powers of darkness, but he has archons and princes under him, with their own particular commands.
 It is Satan who opens the door for the egress of these hosts from the pit; but their immediate king is one of Satan's angels-"the angel of the abyss."

This king has a descriptive name. It is given in Hebrew and in Greek, showing that this administration has to do with Jews and Gentiles. 
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Christ is named Jesus because He is the Savior. This king is named Abaddon in Hebrew, and Apollyon in Greek, because he is a destroyer-the opposite of savior. But the destructive power of these locusts is limited. As Satan was not allowed to touch Job's life, so these creatures are forbidden to kill people, and the sealed ones they are not permitted to touch at all. The extent of their power is to horrify and torment "the men who have not the seal of God upon their foreheads." 
They inflict their torment by means of stings, like the stings of scorpions. These stings are in their tails, which tails resemble scorpions. They have power "as the scorpions of the earth have power" (Rev 9:3). They are not "of the earth," as scorpions are "of the earth." They are supernatural beings, but they have the capacity to injure and torture people which natural scorpions have.

The pain from the sting of a scorpion, though not generally fatal, is, perhaps, the intensest that any animal can inflict upon the human body. 
The insect itself is the most irascible and malignant that lives, and its poison is like itself. Of a boy stung in the foot by a scorpion, Laborde relates that, although of a race, which bears everything with remarkable patience, he rolled on the ground, grinding his teeth, and foaming at the mouth. It was a long time before his complaining’s moderated, and even then he could make no use of his foot, which was greatly inflamed. 
And such is the nature of the torment, which these locusts from the pit inflict. They are also difficult to be guarded against, if they can be warded off at all, because they fly where they please, dart through the air, and dwell in darkness. The duration of this extraordinary plague is "five months." No single generation of earthly locusts ever lasts so long. Twice is the period mentioned, as if the Holy Spirit would call special attention to it as marking the great severity of the plague. 
To be subjected to such intense anguish, and to have it endure for "five months," fills out a length and breadth of woe, which only they who feel can fully know. Death itself would be preferable to such an existence. Willingly, also, would the sufferers of this torment resign life in preference to the continuance of it in such torture, if there were no interference to prevent death. But there is such interference. 
Not only are the locusts forbidden to kill, but also the people afflicted by them are hindered from dying. The statement is, that they shall "fervently desire to die," and "shall seek death;" but the woeful peculiarity of "those days" is, that they cannot find death, and are obliged to live, whatever efforts they may make to escape from life. Perhaps these locusts themselves keep people from killing themselves. 
This trumpet accordingly introduces the very torments of hell upon the theater of this present world.
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Many, indeed, consider it mere fancywork, fiction, and symbol, referring to events in the past history of the race and intended to describe quite other things than are thus literally depicted. But the account is given as an account of realities. There is no difficulty involved in the language employed. The grammatical sense is plain and obvious. Neither is there any intimation whatever of any other sense. 
And if any other sense was intended, there lives not a man who can tell, with any degree of certainty, what that other sense is. Many and great minds have labored to make out an allegorical and historical interpretation of these locusts from the pit, but thus far, as Alford has justly remarked, only "an endless Babel" has been the result. Alford gives it up. Stuart gives it up. Hengstenberg gives it up. Vaughan gives it up. Others have given it up. (From The Apocalypse: Exposition of the Book of Revelation, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1998, 2003, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
Note: Who has the keys of Hades as well as Death? Answer Revelation 1:18 Jesus said that He had the keys, so either Jesus opened Hell or gave the keys to Satan who knows.  Paul the Learner
Now we come to the last and probably the most terrible one yet of the three invasions from Hell. The third invasion from Hell
“Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God. 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to KILL A THIRD OF MANKIND.” Revelation 9:13-15

Revelation 9:13-21

These words describe one of the greatest and most terrific judgments we have thus far encountered. In approaching its consideration, I propose to notice:

I. THE STATE OF SOCIETY AT THE TIME
II. THE NATURE OF THE JUDGMENT VISITED UPON IT

The Apostle Paul assures us, that, as time advances toward its conclusion, "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived" (2 Tim 3:13). I have also repeatedly quoted his startling description of the "perilous times" which will come "in the last days" (2 Tim 3:1-5). But Paul was not alone in these gloomy anticipations. Peter and Jude likewise speak of them. Nor were these statements without full warrant in the utterances of the Savior himself, 

Who particularly and often admonished his disciples, that the gigantic iniquities and sensualities of the days of Noah and of Lot, would repeat themselves as the end approached, 
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And that the judgments of the great day would be pre-eminently deserved by the generation then living. It would, hence, be strange, if, in the visions of those terrible adjudications, we were to find no corresponding notices of the bad state of morals then prevailing. And when such notices are found, as in the words before us, it would be contrary to the tenor of the Scriptures on the subject, to take them as mere poetic exaggerations, or as anything other than a literal and true portraiture of the world at that time. 
Taking the words, then, as they have been written for our learning, we here have an account of the moral state of mankind in the period of the sixth trumpet:
1. It is a period of abounding demon-worship. What demons are, is to some extent an unsettled question. Justin Martyr, and some other Christian fathers, regarded them as the spirits of those giants who were born of the sons of God and the daughters of men, in the days preceding the flood. John of Damascus considered them the fallen angels. According to Plutarch, Hesiod, as he himself, held demons to be "the spirits of mortals when separated from their earthly bodies." 
2. Zoroaster, Thales , Pythagoras , Plato , and the pagan authors generally, viewed them as spiritual beings, intermediate between supreme Deity and mortals, and mostly the souls of heroes and distinguished persons who had departed this life. Lucian makes his dialogist ask: "What is man?" Answer: "A mortal god. And what is a god?" Answer: "An immortal man." This gives the common pagan doctrine on the subject. 
3. Philo says, "The souls of dead men are called demons." The account which demons themselves mostly give of themselves, according to those who have most to do with them, is the same. Josephus gives it as the orthodox Jewish opinion, that demons are none other than the spirits of the wicked dead. With very few exceptions, the Christian fathers were of like opinion. Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Origen, Augustine, 
4. And the vast majority of early Christian writers, regarded demons as the souls or spirits of the unsanctified dead. And the burden of evidence and authority is to the effect, that "demons are the souls of dead men, particularly the spirits of those who bore a bad character in this life." 71 
It is acknowledged, both in Scripture and in the Classics, that the "immortals "whom the pagan adored, were once men: and Paul assures us that the sacrifices of the Gentiles made to these "immortals," were sacrifices to demons, and that their sacred feasts were in honor of demons (1 Corinthians 10:20-21). 72 This would seem to give us Scriptural authority for believing that demons are what the Jews and early Christians believed them to be. 
They are, at any rate, invisible spiritual beings, unholy in character, belonging to the kingdom of evil, and having a vicious and pernicious penchant to interfere in the affairs of mankind in the flesh. The Greeks often applied the name of demons to what they considered good spirits; but the Scriptures always use the word with reference to unclean and wicked spirits only. There is no such thing known in the Bible as a good demon. 
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The Scriptures everywhere distinguish demons from "the devil," Satan; but our English translators continually call them "devils," a name which fitly describes them.

Among the Jews, in the Savior’s time, these wicked spirits incorporated themselves in the bodies of living people, intruding themselves between the soul and the nervous organism, getting possession of men's physical powers, measurably superseding the wills of those affected, so as to speak and act by means of human organs.

Among the Gentiles, many of the persons thus affected were accepted as inspired prophets and prophetesses; and it had become a regular science to know how to induce such connections with demonic powers, and how, at option, to bring their influence to bear, whether for religions or for secular purposes.

There always have been ways of coming into communication with these unclean spirits, of consulting them, and securing their aid. Hence, the Scriptural allusions to those who have familiar spirits, enchanters, wizards, witches, magicians, soothsayers, diviners, necromancers, and the like. Long before the time of Moses, we read of consultations of the spirits of the dead, and the veneration of demons as helpers and guides, to whom it was the custom to resort. 
Special statutes were given against it in the laws of Moses, as great unfaithfulness and sin against God. The assumption all the way through is, that there was reality in what was pretended in these instances, and a very dangerous iniquity. The lying prophets, whom Ahab followed to his ruin, were really inspired by wicked spirits. Paul encountered a girl at Philippi, whose keepers got great gain from her extraordinary powers resulting from being possessed of an evil spirit. He cast out the demon, and her special power was gone, and Paul was thrust into prison for interfering with the men's business. This case explains the whole system of pagan oracles and mantology, as the pagan writers themselves explained it.

Modern spiritism, or so-called spiritualism, is only a revival of the same thing-a branch of the same iniquity. There doubtless is some reality in it; and it is confessedly a system of contact with the dead, whose spirits are invoked in various forms and methods, to teach wisdom; to dictate faith, religion, and life; to comfort and help in trouble and necessity; and to serve as saviors and as gods. It is demon-worship brought to life again. 
It claims to have vast multitudes of adherents, even among the baptized and nominally Christian. It is influencing whole communities of men and women, who are prepared to commit themselves body and soul, for time and eternity, into the care of these lying demon guides. It has made inroads upon people of all classes, and is received by many as a distinct and the only true religion. Its oracles are loud and hopeful in the prediction, that it will soon enlist to itself the governments and reigning classes of the whole world.

The Word of God also forewarns, that it will be vastly successful. "The Spirit speaks expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils 73 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats" (1 Tim 4:1-3). 74 
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Instead of fearing, loving, and trusting in God above all things, people will bestow their loving confidence upon unclean spirits, invoking them for guidance, and placing religious dependence in their impious falsities. Having no relish for the saving Gospel of Christ, God will send them strong delusion that they may believe a lie, and be visited with the damnation their perverseness deserves. And at the time this sixth trumpet sounds, the prevailing religion of the world will be this self-same worship of demons, and following of demons' doctrines.

In connection with this demon-worship, will be the revival of idolatry. It is itself idolatry; but, with it, idols of gold, and silver, and copper, and stone, and wood, which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk, will again command the genius of men for their construction, and be set up to please their demon-lords, to facilitate spiritual contact, and to help out the foul devotions of the infatuated people.

It may appear too disparaging to the understanding of this enlightened age, to entertain the possibility of a return to the ancient worship of images. People may feel insulted at the thought. But the way for it is opening, and the process to effect it is already going on. The minds of anti-Christian religionists everywhere are fast relapsing into the old pagan philosophies, and I know not what is to hinder their acceptance of the religions with which those philosophies are conjoined. 
Modifications of them may be made, to conform them somewhat to the requirements of an altered condition of the public mind and taste; but idol-worship will again become, as it is even now becoming, the religion of some who claim to be among the most enlightened and the very illuminators of mankind. Socrates had his demon-guide, and Socrates approved idolatry; and if people accept the Socratic philosophy in preference to the religion of the Bible, 
And submit to be taught by demons as their most trustworthy oracles, what is to prevent them from becoming philosophic idol-worshippers, especially if their spirit-friends should so dictate, and accompany those dictations with the power of working wonders.

A little further on in this book, we read of a "false prophet," who teaches the dwellers upon earth to make an image, to which he gives the power of utterance, so that it both speaks and causes all who refuse to worship it to be put to death (Rev 13:14-16). 75 All this is simply the culmination of the system already in vogue, showing a base, persecuting, and murderous idolatry, also the source and manner of its introduction. 
The symptoms and tendencies are even now strongly in this very direction. What is Planchette, but a household god to many, who resort to it as a means of spiritual communion, and speak to it, interrogate it, and reverently seek unto it, for light, consolation, and guidance?

What are the numerous and various inventions, constructed and constructing to please the spirits, and meant to serve as material forms and instruments through which the demon-gods are to manifest them, and hold communion with their devotees? Is not much of the best science and mechanical skill of spiritualists now employed, in answer to spirit-bidding, fashioning implements for closer and easier commerce with these invisible powers? 
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Do not such machines and images of gold, and silver, and copper, and stone, and wood, already exist? And are they not kept in devoted places as holy things, made the centers of circles of people gathered around them for contact with devils, as with the world of hope and blessedness, consulted with pious affection, and guarded and revered with all the awe, and sometimes tearful devotion with which the ancient pagan approached the oracles and images of their gods? 
Only let all this grow and mature, in the line in which it has begun and is growing, and bald image-worship will soon live again in what claims to be the enlightened society of modern times, and men and women of boasted intelligence will everywhere be found paying their adorations at the shrines of devils, as to gods. And just this is one of the leading features of the time when the sixth trumpet sounds.

And corresponding with the pagan character of the dominant religion will then be a pagan state of morals also.

Murder will be among the most common of crimes. Sensual and selfish passion will make sad havoc of human life, with no serious thought about it on the part of the leaders of public sentiment. Foeticide, infanticide, homicide, and all forms of sin against human life, will characterize society, and be tolerated and passed as if no great harm were done. And well would it be for us, if such were not largely the state of things even now.

Sorceries, impure practices with evil agencies, and particularly with poisonous drugs, are also given as one of the dominant forms of vice and sin in those days. The word especially includes tampering with one's own or another's health, by means of drugs, potions, intoxications, and often with magical arts and incantations, the invocation of spiritual agencies, the putting under influences promotive of sins of impurity both physical and spiritual. 
We have only to think of the use of alcoholic stimulants 76 of opium, of tobacco, of the rage for cosmetics and medicaments to increase love attractions, of resorts to the pharmacopoeia in connection with sensuality-of the magical agents and treatments alleged to come from the spirit-world for the benefit of people in this-of the thousand impositions in the way of medicines and remedial agents, encouraging mankind to recklessness in transgression 
With the hope of easily repairing the damages of nature's penalties-of the growing prevalence of crime induced by these things, setting loose and stimulating to activity the vilest passions, which are eating out the moral sense of society-for the beginnings of that moral degeneracy to which the seer here alludes as characteristic of the period when the sixth trumpet is sounded.

And interlinked with these sorceries, and reacting the one on the other, will also be the general subversion of marriage and its laws, and the deluging of society with the sins of fornication and adultery. The Apostle uses the word "fornication" alone, as embracing all forms of lewdness, but as if to intimate that marriage will then be hardly recognized anymore. And already we hear the institution of legal wedlock denounced and condemned as tyrannical, and all rules, but those of affinity and desire, repudiated as unjust. 
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Already, in some circles, we find the doctrines of free love put forth and defended in the name of right, a better religion, and a higher law. And it would be strange indeed, if the revival of the old pagan philosophies and religions, which justified, sanctioned, and sanctified promiscuous concubinage, did not also bring with it a revival of all these old pagan abominations. So also has the holy apostle written, that "in the last days ... men shall be ... incontinent." And here the seer enumerates "fornication" as one of the outstanding features in the social character of those times.

And last in the catalogue stands the statement of general and abounding dishonesty, the obliteration of moral distinctions, the disregard of other's rights, and the practice of fraud, theft, and deceit wherever it is possible. And that time, with just this condition of things, will have come, when this sixth trumpet sounds. We need not wonder, therefore, that it brings a plague of horror and judgment upon mankind, exceeding all that we yet have had to contemplate. 77 
II. THE NATURE OF THIS VISITATION.

1. It is evoked by a cry out of the four horns of the altar. It comes from the immediate presence of God, and therefore with the sanction of God. The call itself is the common voice of all four of the horns of the altar, indicating the energy and the universality of the demand for vengeance, and of that vengeance itself. The call from the altar also reflects the character of a particular apostasy for which this invitation is sent. 
2. When there is a voice invocative of judgment, the locality of it expresses where the sin has been which is to be avenged. The voice that went up against Cain for the murder of his brother, cried from the ground, which had received Abel's blood. The voice of woe to him that builds a town with blood, and establishes a city by iniquity, comes from the stones and beams of the houses of that town and city. And when a call for retribution comes from the altar, it is because of some great crimes against that altar, and what connects with it.

The united outcry of these golden horns tells of iniquity with special reference to them. They were not mere ornaments. God ordered them there to receive the blood of sacrifice for Israel's sins on the great Day of Atonement, and when so ever the whole people would seek to purge themselves from their transgressions. In these cases there went up from these golden horns the voice of blood, crying to God to spare. But here is a voice for the letting loose of the powers of judgment. 

The implication is that God's appointed way of forgiveness has been set aside; that the divine system of gracious atonement and salvation has been rejected and despised; that the one propitiation provided of God has been abandoned and contemned; that the great high priest and only Mediator between God and man has been disowned, and thrust away to give place to other helpers; that mankind in their guilt have blasphemously pronounced against God's plan of reconciliation; 
THE THREE INVASIONS FROM HELL
And that the wickedness of earth has risen so high, especially in point of antagonism to the cross, and the doctrine of redemption by the blood of Jesus, that even the altar itself, which otherwise cries only for mercy, is forced into a cry for vengeance. It is terrible enough when sin cries to God against the transgressor; but when the very altar, sin's only recourse, and the very horns of the altar, the sinner's only availing pleaders, unite in that cry, and utter it before God as their own, it is impossible to conceive an in tenser density of gathering retribution, or a heavier surcharge of the enginery of the Almighty's judgments.

The command issues to the Angel who sounds this trumpet. This is further proof that these angel-trumpeters are of a superior order. Other angels are concerned, and yet this particular angel has binding and loosing power over them. The command itself is the command of the contemned Savior. It goes out from the presence of Almighty Sovereignty, and with its sanctions. But it is addressed to the angel. He obeys it as his divine commission, and thus presides over the administration ushered in by his trumpet. 
He looses the imprisoned forces, and sets them free for action. And thus, from under his hand go forth the powers, which smite the impious dwellers on the earth with terror, death, and torment.

Other angels are the more direct executors of the woe. Some have taken these to be good angels. I do not so regard them. Good angels are free, not bound. Good angels would not destroy people, except by special command of God, but these had only to be loosed, and they at once rushed forth for slaughter, impelled to the dreadful business by their own malicious nature. But for their being bound, the implication is that they would have done the same all along. 
We also read of apostate angels whom God hath "delivered into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto the judgment of the great day" (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). This would seem to imply that, when the great day comes, they might perchance, for particular purposes, have their bonds relaxed. The common idea is that they are reserved for their own judgment; but it may after all be for some one else's judgment. These woes all belong to the administrations of "the great day." 
This sixth trumpet is quite on the margin of the mighty consummation of all that day's proceedings. And if the record implies any such loosing of those everlasting chains, here is the place and time for it; and what this trumpeter-angel did, would seem to be the very loosing referred to. They are not loosed for salvation-not loosed from their reservation unto eternal punishment-but loosed from their restraint against inflicting death and torment upon people, and now in judgment permitted to act out their evil will upon earth's guilty inhabitants. They were bound in mercy to our race, and here they are let loose in wrath and judgment.

These bound angels "had been made ready for the hour, and day, and month, and year." How had they been made ready, except as fallen angels they had been put in chains, and held in constraint during all the preceding ages, with the foreknowledge and intent of their being loosed at this particular time, for this particular judgment?
THE THREE INVASIONS FROM HELL
These angels are four in number. We know not how many kept not their first estate. There doubtless were very many, and not all of the same rank. Paul enumerates various classes of wicked agencies-the devil, chiefs, powers, world-lords, spirits of wickedness in the aerial regions. (Ephesians 6:12). These four are a particular four, "the four." Either the wicked angels, then, are not all bound at one and the same place, or these four are to be regarded as especially distinguished from others in the relation they hold to the kingdom of evil.
 I infer that they are particular magnates in the realm of evil powers, with large commands and dependencies subject to them. The myriads of subordinate agents, which their loosing brings into action, argue in this direction. Perhaps there are but four fallen angels of this particular rank, authority, and temper, with Satan as the chief of all. At any rate, the four evil angels here spoken of, are a particular four, confined to a particular place, held for a particular service, and representatives of myriad hosts, bound with their binding, loosed with their loosing, and acting their will the moment the bands of their forced inaction are taken off. Their number also indicates the universality of their operations.

A particular locality is named as the place of their detention: "upon-‎epi, over, near, at-that great river Euphrates." It was in this locality that the powers of evil made their first attempts against the human race. It was in this locality that the first murder was committed. It was in this region that the great apostasies, both before and after the flood, had their centers. It was in this region that Israel's most oppressive enemies resided, and that the Jews were compelled to drag out the long and weary years of their great captivity. 
It was in this region that the great oppressive world powers took their commencement. It is the region where all this world's beginnings were made-where man first saw the light, first sinned, fell from his first estate, was banished from Paradise, and introduced all earth's miseries-where Satan first alighted upon our planet. Won his first triumphs, and first set his foul agencies against man in operation.

The Euphrates itself is one of the primeval rivers, and the only one I know of that remains. And there, where guilt came into the place of innocence, and Babylon supplanted Eden, and hell sent up its Upas instead of the Tree of Life. And death came in upon the children of men, these four fallen sons of light, with their evil hosts, rave in the bonds 78 imposed in mercy, but, at the appointed hour, in wrath to be relaxed, that earth's blaspheming millions may feel what shall then have been so richly merited.

The moment the four bound angels are released from their constraint, hosts of death-dealing cavalry overrun the earth. There are such things as supernatural horses. Horses of fire took up Elijah into heaven. Horses and chariots of fire protected Elisha at Dothan. Heavenly horses and horsemen introduce the dominion of Christ, as described in a later chapter in this book. They are the forces, which pertain to the celestial kingdom.
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And here John beholds troops of horse of like unearthly order, but pertaining to an opposite realm, the infernal cavalry. They are the powers of the four loosed angels, inbreathed with the spirit of death and destruction, and putting into execution their murderous and malignant will. As there are infernal locusts, so there are infernal horses; and as the former were let forth to overrun the world with their torments under the fifth trumpet, so the latter are let forth to overrun the world with still more terrible inflictions under the sixth.

The number of these "hosts of horse" is enormous. Such a cavalcade in point of multitude has never been marshaled on earth. John could not count them. No spectator could count them. They are as multitudinous as the Psalmist's chariots of God (Ps 68:17). John "heard the number of them:" "two myriads of myriads," just 200 million, one-sixth as many as the present entire population of the globe 79 This one particular should settle forever, that Turkish cavalry and the Muslim conquests are in no proper sense the subjects of this vision.

What the seer describes, he calls horses, while yet he says that they are not proper horses. Their heads are like lions' heads. Their tails are serpentine, eels; one of the fathers calls them, and terminates in heads like serpents' heads. They have riders, and yet the riders are parts of themselves, to whom no separate actions are ascribed. It is not the riders but the horses, which do all the mischief. They are covered with coats of mail, the colors of which are the colors of fire, and hyacinthe, and sulphur, answering to the elements, which they emit from their mouths. 
They do not eat, nor does it appear that they are capable of being wounded or killed. "Out of their mouths issues fire, and smoke, and sulphur," the very elements of hell. Though leonine, they do not seize with their jaws, nor take flesh into their mouths, nor slay with teeth or claws. They stifle and destroy with their sooty, sulphureous, fiery breath-with "the fire, and the smoke, and the sulphur, which issues out of their mouths."

The holy seer says it is-the elements of hell hurled upon the guilty while they still live in the flesh; in the one case by the holy power of God direct, and in the other through the agency of malicious and infernal spirit-powers, which are permitted to put themselves forth in these horrid forms. Israel was once exhorted to consider that Egypt's horsemen were "flesh and not spirit;" but here the case is reversed, and men have to do with horses and horsemen, which are spirit and not flesh. 80 
These agents have two means of harming people. They stifle and kill by what they belch forth from their mouths, and they hurt and injure with their snake-headed tails, "for the power of the horses is in their mouths, and in their tails." As to what issues from their mouths, it would seem as if it were not always the same, but varying and alternating between fire, smoke, and sulphureous fumes, either being fatal to human life. 
The fire would scorch and burn people to death, and the smoke or the sulphur would stifle and smother them. The three things are named as "three plagues," and the description is, that life is destroyed by each separately, as well as by the three conjointly. 81 Hence, to meet one of these 200 million of infernal horses face to face is certain death, either by burning or stiffing. 
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As to the serpentine tails, nothing is said of power to kill, but only of power to injure, to lame, maim, sting, or hurt. The idea of serpentine tails suggests a capacity for lashing with painful and disabling strokes; while the snakeheads at the ends suggest the additional capacity to bite and sting. At any rate, the tails of these horses are parts of the horses themselves, used by them as instruments of mischief, by which great suffering is inflicted. 
These infernal horses make fearful havoc of human life. To say nothing of the dread and horror which their presence inspires, and the confusion which their advent strikes into every department of society, it is here written, that, by these horses, one out of every three of the whole human family is killed, destroyed from the face of the earth. It was a dreadful time for Egypt, when the destroying angel went through the land and smote down the first-born of every house. 
It evoked a cry from that guilty people, at which the world still trembles whenever the record is recited. But there, there could scarcely have been more than one in every ten; while here one out of every three is killed. Suppose the population of the earth to consists of 1,2 billion, this one visitation takes off 400 million-more than 10 times as many as the entire population of the United States! Nor would the mere numbers of the slain be so appalling, but for the dreadful manner in which they are put to death, and the awful dangers amid which the living are necessitated to do for the dead.

The continuance of this plague is equally extraordinary. The tormenting locusts continued for five months; this, it would seem, is to continue for more than thirteen. "The hour, and day, and month, and year," noted by the seer, would seem most naturally intended to measure the exact duration of the plague. If so, it is to last one year, one month, one day, and one hour. 
The four specifications are given with a single article, which accordingly embraces them as a single period of time; and the adding of these specifications together assigns to these operations just a day and an hour more than thirteen months. 82 Think of having to live amid such perils and such scenes, subject every moment to be horrified, smitten, stung, stifled and destroyed, 
For the space of three hundred and ninety-one days, with men, women, and children, associates and friends suffering and dying about you every day and every hour, killed by the visible monsters of hell, that throng about your path by day and about your dwelling at night? The mere contemplation of it makes one's flesh chill with horror! What then, must it be for those who experience it!

The object of this woe is partly retributive and partly reformatory. It belongs to the judicial administrations of the great day. It is God's terrific judgment upon the world, which has disowned allegiance to Him, and rejected the mediation of His Son. It is the righteous indignation of outraged justice, which can no longer endure the superlative wickedness’s of men. The trampled law of eternal right must assert its dignity. 
Christ cannot submit to the taunts, and thongs, and mockery of Pilate's hall forever. The blood of the covenant cannot be trampled underfoot, and accounted an unholy thing, with unceasing impunity. 
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There is a point over which the greatest forbearance and long-suffering dare not go, and at which mercy itself cries out for unsparing justice. And as these people, against all the light and warnings sent them, still drive on with their devil-worship, idolatry, murders, sorceries, lewdness, and dishonesties, until they have filled the measure of their guilt, and wearied out the very patience of indulgent God, the horses of hell are let loose upon them, to sweep one-third of them to speedy perdition.

And yet, in wrath God remembers mercy. He suffers only one-third of the race to fall a prey to this tremendous woe. Two-thirds of mankind He spares, not because they deserve to be spared, but that by means of their awful trims they might perchance be led to repent of their sins, and lay hold of salvation before it is clean gone forever. Ah, yes, the Lord is good and gracious, even in the severest of his visitations. He delighted not in the death of the wicked, but would rather that they should turn from their evil ways and live.

But alas for those who continue in sin until trouble brings them to a better life! Those content to give their good days to the devil's service, seldom come to reformation in their evil days. While the pressure of judgment is on them, they may cry, God have mercy! And think to lead a different life; but their vows and prayers vanish with their sorrows, and they are presently where they were before, only the more hardened in their iniquities. Thus was it in this case. 
The powers of hell had been let loose upon the guilty world. Times of danger, death, and horror, fell upon the people. The wrath of offended God flashed through the earth for thirteen months, until it seemed as if the entire race would be consumed. A plague unprecedented stripped the globe of one-third of its population, by a form of death giving visible demonstration of the truth of God's warnings to the wicked. 
There was left no room for anyone anymore to doubt the reality of hell, or his close proximity to it, for hell had come in upon the earth! And yet, "the rest of the men, who were not killed by these plagues, repented not from the works of their hands, that they should not worship the demons, and the idols of gold, and silver, and copper, and stone, and wood, which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk; and they repented not out of their murders, nor out of their sorceries, nor out of their fornication, nor out of their thefts."

Such is depraved and infatuated human nature. "Though thou should bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him" (Proverbs 27:22). If people will not listen in the days of peaceful opportunity, there remained very little hope for them. "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." (Luke 16:31) 
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